
 

 

 

Holt Shield 

2025 Annual General Meeting 

 

Minutes 

Present 

Mervyn Perry (Chairman), Tony Campbell (Hon Secretary), Darryl Flannagan 

(Hon Treasurer), Colin Crozier (Committee), Robert Brown (Committee), Gerry 

Rafferty (Ballymena), Ron Greer (Carnalea), John Currie (Ormeau), Stephen 

McComiskey (Holywood), James Law (Malone), Ken Haslem (Lisburn), Simon 

Harris (Blackwood), Ricardo Neufuss (Donaghadee), Andrew Dillon 

(Carrickfergus), Taylor Morrison (Carrickfergus), John Stuart (Dunmurry), Stuart 

Marshall (City of Belfast), Jonathan McDowell (City of Belfast), Andy Law 

(Whitehead), George Hawthorne (Whitehead), Richard Patterson 

(Templepatrick), Stephen Garland (Colin Valley), John Henry (Vice-Captain 

Cliftonville). 

Apologies 

Ian McNaught (Committee), Stuart Gilmore (Ballyclare), Steve McCourt 

(Cairndhu), Frank McCracken (Edenmore), Harry Shepherd (Cliftonville), Johnny 

Greer (Committee). 

The meeting was informed that Johnny Greer had tendered his resignation 

from the Holt Shield Committee due to work and family commitments. His 

contribution to the Holt Shield over the past few years was acknowledged. 

Minutes of the 2024 AGM 

Gerry Rafferty proposed, and James Law seconded the adoption of the 

minutes. There were no points of accuracy, and the minutes were unanimously 

adopted. 

Matters arising from the Minutes 

There were no matters arising. 

Hon. Secretary’s Annual Report for 2024 



 

 

The Hon. Secretary read the annual report. The key points of the report are as 

follows. The format will remain unchanged. Belvoir Park won the Holt Shield for 

the sixth time, beating Scrabo in the final. The Bobby Conroy Award was won 

by Ciarnan James, Scrabo, making him the first recipient of this award from the 

runner-up team. The George Stuart Memorial hosted by Whitehead was won 

by David Craig, Whitehead. Ballymena is due to host the 2025 George Stuart. 

The Holt Shield committee was acknowledged for their continued support and 

work. Mervyn Perry was praised for his successful year as Chairman. His chosen 

charity, Dementia NI, received £360.  

Hon. Treasurer’s Report for 2024 

Richard Patterson proposed the 2024 Statement of Accounts, seconded by 

James Law, and was unanimously adopted. The Hon. Treasurer highlighted 

some points in his report. The silver and bronze medals were more expensive 

this year. There were no other significant increases. Dementia NI received 

£360. The closing balance is £3,311.22. 

Proposed amendment to Rule 3 ‘Eligibility’ 

Proposer: Darryl Flannagan. Seconder: Tony Campbell. 

The proposal to remove the third paragraph was unanimously approved. 

Due to the perceived ambiguity of the second paragraph, the following was 

added to Rule 3. 

‘For clarification, if a player’s Handicap Index was 5.4 or lower at any point 

from 1st July to 31st December in the previous year, they are ineligible.’ 

2025 George Stuart Memorial 

Ballymena have agreed to host the 2025 George Stuart on Friday, 1st August, 

tee-off at 1:30 p.m. Dinner and the presentation of prizes will follow the golf 

from 6:30 to 7:00 p.m. 

2025 Holt Shield Format and Draw 

The format remains unchanged. The draw will be released when all entry fees 

are paid. The closing date for entry fees is Monday, 24th March. 

Dates for completion of matches in each round. 

Group stages by Monday, 30th June. 



 

 

Last 16 by Monday, 28th July (4 weeks) 

Quarter-Finals by Monday, 18th August (3 weeks) 

Semi-Finals by Monday, 8th September (3 weeks) 

Final by Monday, 28th September (3 weeks) 

Similar to last year, Committee Members will invigilate allocated matches.  

Holt Shield Reserve List 

The reserve list currently has Portadown as the first reserve and Galgorm as the 

second reserve. 

Any Other Business 

Although the Open Championship will be at Portrush in July, there are no plans 

to grant any extensions during this period. The committee feels there is ample 

time to organise matches. 

As there is a vacancy on the Holt Shield Committee, the Chairman invited 

anyone in the room interested in serving on the committee to come forward. 

There were no volunteers on the night. 

Before closing the meeting, the Chairman thanked everyone for their 

attendance and wished them well for the 2025 campaign. 

 

                                                                                                      Tony Campbell 

                                                                                                        Hon. Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


