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Things returned to normal this year after the COVID-19 restrictions were lifted. However, 

due to the usual congestion during the early season, three matches home and away in the 

group stages remained in operation. This format has made completing the group stages 

easier and more manageable, as evidenced by the fact that all the groups finished their 

matches on time. 

Galgorm and Greenacres both resigned from the Holt Shield in 2023. This created two 

vacancies filled by the reinstatement of Fortwilliam and making their debut, Colin Valley. 

Portadown is now the first reserve followed by Galgorm after their recent request to be 

reinstated. 

The Final 

The final was contested between Belvoir Park and Scrabo, with the first leg being played at 

Scrabo. Belvoir Park produced a stunning result, taking two and a half matches. It was going 

to be difficult for Scrabo to recover from this result. Although they lost all five games at 

Belvoir, they played well, with all five matches finishing on the 17th and 18th holes.  

Both clubs deserve credit for playing the final in a sporting but competitive manner. 

Belvoir Park was a worthy winner, adding the Holt Shield to the impressive seven Golf 

Ireland pennants they won this year. It seems their new coaching setup is working.  

Belvoir has now won the Holt Shield six times, only two behind Fortwilliam’s record eight 

wins. 

Bobby Conroy Award 

This award is presented to the individual deemed by the two team managers to have made 

an exceptional contribution to the competition. 

Proving himself the ultimate competitor by winning tie-holes against Carrickfergus and 

Ormeau, Ciarnan James, Scrabo won the Bobby Conroy Award. Ciarnan is the first member 

of a runner-up team to win this award. 

George Stuart Memorial 

On the 2nd August, the George Stuart Memorial was played at Whitehead. They were perfect 

hosts providing a lovely meal and a friendly atmosphere. The weather made playing 

conditions difficult but the course was well presented and enjoyable. Using his local 

knowledge, Whitehead’s team manager David Craig won the George Stuart Shield. The Holt 

Shield committee was well represented with Darryl Flannagan coming second and Colin 

Crozier third. With Ballyclare hosting the George Stuart during their centenary year 2023, 



Ballymena is due to host the event in 2025. With its strong affiliation with the Holt Shield, 

this promises to be a popular venue. 

The Holt Shield Committee 

Once again, the committee has excelled in their dedication to duty. Thanks to their 

combined efforts the Holt Shield continues to grow in stature with a strong reputation as a 

premier team competition.  

Mervyn Perry had a successful first year as Chairman carrying out his duties with due 

diligence and enthusiasm. His chosen charity for 2024 is Dementia NI. 

Finally, may I wish all participating clubs and players a successful 2025 campaign and thank 

them for their continued support of the Holt Shield. 
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